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Diane Campbell-Hunt 1952-2008

Orokonui lost one of its most passionate supporters when our secretary Diane Campbell-Hunt died
in a tramping accident on Mt Taranaki in October. Diane's huge contribution to the establishment of
the ecosanctuary is summarised in her obituary in the "About Us" section of the Orokonui website
WwWWw.0orokonui.org.nz.

A memorial grove of trees will soon be established in the ecosanctuary to commemorate Diane, and
we are exploring the possibility of establishing an Endowment Fund in her name.

We extend our sympathy to Diane's husband Colin, their family Sarah, Charlie, lan, Katherine, Alex
and Maggie, and Diane's father, Gordon Hunt, and brother, John Hunt.
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Seasons Greetings

As another very productive year draws to a close, the Trust Board, Business Board and staff of Orokonui
Ecosanctuary wish all our members and friends a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas and a happy and healthy
New Year.

To celebrate our year's achievements, a Christmas Party for our members and volunteers will be held at the
Ecosanctuary on Sunday 14™ of December at 2pm.

What's happening on the ground at Orokonui?

Planting has continued apace, with planting and weeding days held on many weekends, supervised by
Valerie Fay. In the region of 3000 new plants are now established, mainly on the Trust land where they can
be seen alongside the Rimu and Upper Wetland Tracks. Weeding days will continue throughout the summer,
so if you would like to help either with scrub cutting or weeding and aren't on the Planting Volunteer List
please phone Valerie on 482 2806 or e-mail her at mikeandvalfay@paradise.net.nz. Site preparation of the
Rare Plants Garden is also well underway, largely thanks to the efforts of Graeme and Judy Cook.

The flat stretch of the Rimu Track is complete, ending at a beautiful viewing platform where people can sit,
rest, and contemplate a lovely grove of rimu and miro in our most mature stand of forest. Volunteer Tony
Stewart, helped by our staff and other volunteers when time permitted, has completed formation of the return
loop down from the viewing platform through beautiful old cloud forest with ancient trees of pahautea (also
known as kaikawaka and native cedar), pokaka, rimu, miro and Hall's totara, to the Picnic Clearing. From here
the main Valley Track (see below) leads back up past the aviary to the pedestrian gate. Benching is also
complete on the Fuchsia Gully track, which runs from the Picnic Clearing to the upper reaches of Orokonui
Stream and beyond.

The Rotary Club of Dunedin has progressed well with upgrading the Valley Track, which runs the full length of
the ecosanctuary, mainly beside Orokonui Stream. Gravel has been laid on the nicely-graded stretch from
the aviary to the Picnic Clearing, and steps are being formed on the steep section below the junction with the
Rimu Track return loop. The ODT recently (12/11/08) published an article on this project, along with a photo
of the willing Rotarian workers.

The lizard hospital has had several patients, and is providing recuperation for primarily common skinks that
have been attacked by cats. If you come across a lizard that has been injured in some way, phone 482 1755
to arrange for its admission to the hospital and collection, rather than putting it back in the environment where
it sustained its injury.

The fire pond has had its new liner installed and is now brimming with 300,000 litres of water. Thanks to Paul
Clements and his colleagues from the Dunedin City Central fire brigade for their work on this.

Patrick using high tech methods to secure the fire pond lining!
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Pest eradication update

Our dedicated staff and volunteers carried out the most recent monthly monitoring exercise throughout the
sanctuary in October and found no sign of any mammalian pests in any of the 1240 monitoring sites! Although
we are always cautious about concluding that every mammal is gone from Orokonui - especially mice - it's not
unreasonable to proclaim that, for the first time since human settlement, an area of the South Island's
mainland is now free from the human-introduced mammals that have wrought such havoc on the native flora
and fauna.

Kaka release

On the morning of 1% November, volunteer Tony Pullar opened the door of the aviary and freed six young
kaka into Orokonui Ecosanctuary. What a wonderful climax to the years of work that have gone into making
this dream a reality! Tony is a passionate advocate for the reintroduction of native birds into the wild. His
dedication to the captive breeding programme for South Island kaka, and the wonderful care by aviary staff at
Dunedin Botanic Gardens and Invercargill's Queens Park and our staff and volunteers looking after the kaka
in our aviary, meant that this historical first release could take place at Orokonui. All six birds are happily
exploring the surroundings of the aviary. Each carries a small transmitter to enable their whereabouts to be
tracked, and they are moving further afield each day. Some have been spotted outside of the sanctuary.
They've certainly been a hit with our first paying visitors (more below).

Tony Pullar says: 130 years ago the farmers of Mt Cargill were busy cutting and burning rimu forest on Mt
Cargill. This was clearly displacing the resident native birds but the production of agricultural produce was
paramount. After almost all the native forest was gone there was an obvious need for some shelter for farm
animals. Out comes macrocarpa from far way shores and into the ground they went. 130 years later the
farmer on Mt Cargill cut down those macrocarpa, milled the timer in his mill and built a nest box for the
surviving descendants of those displaced kaka! Hopefully in the years to come we will all be building kaka
nest boxes.

Kaka take advantage ding stations established for them
as well as the natural foods provided by the ecosanctuary.

More translocations

Pest-free status has cleared the way for progress on more species translocations. By next winter we
anticipate to have reintroduced South Island robin, jewelled gecko and kiwi. Orokonui will provide a safe
haven where kiwi can be "farmed" for young to release back into their natural habitat when they are big
enough to fend off stoats. Work progresses on translocation proposals for other possibilities for reintroduction
in the not too distant future, including tuatara, takahe and South Island saddleback.
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Visitor Centre

Years of planning have come to fruition with the recent commencement of construction of our Visitor Centre.
For the next ten months or so, 600 Blueskin Road will be a hive of activity as our showpiece environmentally
sustainable building takes shape.

Guided Tours

Since October we have been offering sneak preview guided tours to show off progress at Orokonui. At one
and a half hours per tour, these have proved very popular, and the feedback we have received has been
unfailingly positive. Because only limited tours are available, early booking is essential. Phone or email for
tour times and to make bookings on (03) 482 1755 or info@orokonui.org.nz

Education programme trial

Kavanagh College have trialled the education programme developed by WWF for Education coordinator
Davina Hunt and Royal Society Teacher Fellow, Sue Hensley. Evaluation is now being undertaken so that the
programme can be fine-tuned.

Fernbird babies

In issue 33 earlier this year we featured the fernbird, a little-known native bird that had self-introduced to the
ecosanctuary's shrublands at the highest point of the Trust land. Well, these wee fellows didn't muck around,
and we're very pleased to announce the arrival of the first set of fernbird offspring. These youngsters can
often be seen around the shed on the Trust land, where they respond inquisitively to the Trust's activities in

the area.

Welcome to new members

This issue we warmly welcome and thank the following new members:

Individual

Kevin Murphy
Ruth Taylor
Rosemary Hudson
Helen Hunt
Billie McLeod
Joan Dutton
Mrs N.B Olssen
Hugh Perkins
Helen Thomas
Alastair Sime
Florence Wilson
S. Collins

Mrs E. Farren
Noel Bracefield

Life

Michael Pole

Allen & Judith Birchall
John & Philippa Bell
Shona Calvert

Family

Jacob Feenstra & Family
Jane Higham & family
William Brown & family
Michael & Anne Cloonan
Sharon & Laurie McNeill
Ken & Alison Baker
Robert & Prue Wilson

Mr & Mrs R. Allan (Ross & Veneta)
Morag & Simon Fordham
Vivienne Hill & family

Ron & Lynne Paine

Frank & Heather Stent
Anthony Tedeschi & family
Keith & Jan Probert

Frank & Heather Stent
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Species Feature

Our feature species for this issue is the Pahautea or Kaikawaka - New Zealand cedar, Libocedrus bidwillii

New Zealand has only two true coniferous tree species, both of
them members of the Cupressaceae, the cedar family. Kawaka
(Libocedrus plumosa) is a tree of North Island lowland forests,
and reaches south as far as north-west Nelson. Pahautea, also
known as kaikawaka, is found in montane and subalpine forests
in both main islands, and descends towards the lowlands in the
far south.

East of the main divide, pahautea has a quite limited
distribution. Only a handful of trees survive on Banks
Peninsula, but they are common both on Dunedin's hills, where
they are the distinctive conical crown rising above the
broadleaved tree canopy, shown so elegantly on the front cover
of the book "Wild Dunedin”, by Neville Peat and Brian Patrick
(photo courtesy of the authors), and on the swampy weather-
beaten summits of the Catlins.

Dunedin's climate is barely wet enough to support indigenous forest, but the annual rainfall of some 800-1200
mm is supplemented by frequent sea fogs that maintain humidity and soil moisture sufficient to enable the
persistence of aptly-named cloud forest on our higher hills. Cloud forest has no really distinct tiers of
vegetation - canopy, understorey, and ground layer - rather, it comprises a vertical continuum of ferns,
seedlings, saplings, shrubs, vines and trees, with an uppermost more or less continuous surface formed by
the canopies of broadleaved tree species including lemonwood (Pittosporum eugenioides), mahoe (Melicytus
ramiflorus), broadleaf (Griselinia littoralis), mapou (Myrsine australis), fuchsia (Fuchsia excorticata),
putaputaweta (Carpodetus serratus) and Pseudopanax species. Punctuating this leafy surface are the crowns
of podocarps such as rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum), miro (Prumnopitys ferruginea) and Halls totara
(Podocarpus hallii), along with that most characteristic species of cloud forest, pahautea.

Stands of pahautea around Dunedin contain multitudes of dead trees of the species, which are especially
evident on the east side of Leith Saddle above Sullivan's Dam. Some of these result from fires in the 19" and
early 20" centuries - one such in 1914 ran up the Waitati Valley and over the summit of Mt Cargill, causing
much apprehension in the households of North-east Valley and leaving the summit clad in the tall scrub we
see today, peppered with dead spars of pahautea, a tree whose timber is both fire-resistant and durable.
Others result from the curious phenomenon of cohort senescence. Pahautea seedlings are light-demanding -
one almost never sees them under a forest canopy - so they establish when the existing canopy is destroyed,
for example by fire. Multitudes of young pahautea trees are found amongst the dead trunks of their parents on
Mt Cargill, a legacy of the 1914 conflagration. But if there is no removal of existing vegetation, then the
generation of pahautea that established following a past disturbance all reach maturity and senesce together,
resulting in swathes of dying and dead trees. A botanical investigation in the 1970s showed that the majority
of Dunedin's pahautea established about 450 years ago, following an event, probably Polynesian fire, which
resulted in widespread destruction of forest in eastern Otago. Interestingly, this coincides with the age of the
majority of Dunedin's mature podocarps (at least, the ones that survived 19" century logging) and several
small stands of silver beech, which is another light-demanding species, around the city.

At Orokonui Ecosanctuary there are at least two mature pahautea, both near the Rimu Track, and the slopes

of Mihiwaka above the sanctuary carry quite large populations of the species. Pahautea is high on our list for
plantings, to ensure that this defining tree of cloud forest continues to thrive in a protected habitat.
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Fencepost plaque drive

The sale of fence post plagues assists us with our biodiversity restoration. The recent promotion of these
through the ODT and the Star sold another 130 plaques. Last Christmas these were popular as gifts and gift
certificates are available again this year.

Thank you to :

Staff Elton Smith and Kelly Gough, our Task Force Green helpers Ricky Hull and Patrick
Gallagher, along with innumerable volunteers, for their great job on eradication of mammalian
pests.

Tony Stewart for untiring contributions to track construction

Tony Pullar for driving our digger to construct tracks and ponds and for ongoing advice on
kaka husbandry

Judy Cook for administrative help, especially with the huge task of the fence post drive
Dunedin Botanic Gardens aviary and Queens Park (Invercargill) aviary for the breeding and
care which produced the kaka for release in the Ecosanctuary, and to our staff and volunteers
who care for the kaka at Orokonui.

Thanks to other sponsors
We also wish thank the following:
- Orokonui Ecosanctuary Ltd Chair Andrew Noone for donating a new trailer for our tractor and
for sponsoring the catering for our Christmas picnic for volunteers and members
Phil Tomson from Komatsu for the long-term loan of a 1% tonne digger

Cooke Howlison for the 3 year loan of a Toyota Hilux.
Otago Natural History Trust Chair, Ralph Allen, for purchasing the ATV for our use

How you can help

Make regular donations by automatic payment.
Consider Orokonui as a recipient of a bequest in your will.
Check out our website for more information.

Wanted: If you have any of the following items to donate to the ecosanctuary please call the office: 30L
backpack, fold up table, portable display boards.

Merchandise

Looking for Christmas gifts that support the Ecosanctuary? We have available for purchase:

cards for all occasions featuring native birds at home in the
Ecosanctuary

Christmas cards featuring the friendly fantail
Gift certificates for guided tours and fencepost plagues

NZ made pure cotton T shirts for children with Liz Abbott kaka
woodcut print

Liz Abbott wood cut prints of kaka

Please see our website www.orokonui.org.nz for more details and order forms.
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Offers of native seedlings

Many people have kindly offered seedlings of native plants for use at Orokonui. Unfortunately, because we
must use material only of appropriate provenance (place of origin), almost always we are unable to accept
these. Donors might instead like to consider other groups who are looking for plants for restorations. Many
can be found at www.bush.org.nz, and the local branch of Forest and Bird may be able to help too.

Thank you to our sponsors

A.AW. Jones Charitable Trust Shacklock Charitable Trust
Assisi Charitable Trust Alexander McMillan Trust
C.A. Fleming Trust Community Trust of Otago
Dunedin Casino Charitable Trust Enterprising Communities
Friends of New Zealand Trust Lottery Community
Lottery Environment and Heritage Pacific Conservation and Development Trust
Pub Charity Resource Monitor Trust
Sargood Bequest Forest and Bird (Dunedin and South Otago)

WWF New Zealand Habitat Protection Fund

Transpower Grants and WWF Education Fund

Community Organisation Grants Scheme Taskforce Green
Callis Charitable Trust Foodstuffs Community Trust
Robert C Bruce Trust Biodiversity Condition and Advice Funds
Royal Society of NZ Tourism Facilities Grants Scheme
Trusts Charitable Foundation Work and Income
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority Caversham Foundation

Thank you to the following businesses for their sup port:

Aotea Electric Architectural Ecology Blackhead Quarries
Blueskin Nurseries Cooke Howlison Creative Advertising
Fund Managers Otago Gallaway Cook Allan Hirequip
John Swan Otago Daily Times Polson Higgs
Signal Hill Flats WHK Taylors YEPT Nursery
Topflite
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